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MexiMayan Academic Travel,  Inc . 
Museum Quality Tours 

Toll Free 800 337-MEXI  

 
Beyond Machu Picchu! : 

Discovering Hidden Peru  
May 1 - 13, 2012  

                                                            
(Land from $2295) 

 

   Like the dark side of the moon, most  

of Peru is unknown even  to South American 

travelers. Its glories and the richness of its 

ancient past are eclipsed by the meteoric rise 

and sudden collapse of the Incas. Long 

before Peru dreamt of the Incas, the Chimú 

dazzled the continent and before them the Moche reigned 

supreme and before the Moche archaeological records trace back 

6000 years or more!. Under the direction of archaeologist Lawrence 

A. Conrad, Associate Professor Emeritus, a small group of 

adventurers will share a journey of fellowship, discovery and fun on 

the 2012 MexiMayan Peru exploration of Peru's hidden past. 

Illustrated on the right is a ceramic representation 
of a Moche fisherman mounted on a Caballito de 
Totora , the ancient reed fishing  boat . Many of Peru's 
treasures are hidden away in museums. MexiMayan 
brings together , for the  MexiMayan explorer,  
archaeology, museums, and culture here [See Day 4] 
by viewing the object, exploring the site, and 
watching 21st Century fishermen, mounted on their small cabillitos (sea 
horses), bringing in their catch and then enjoying a seaside dinner!  
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Witch's Market 

Tue, May 1, Day 1: Depart from home and arrival in  Peru,  transfer to Hotel Colon.  Evening 

reception and briefing. (Overnight Lima) 

 Wed, May 2, Day 2: Lima introduction.  Tour of 

Plaza de Armas including Cohen, Inca Gold 

Collection, then a special briefing at the National 

Museum ð Lima's largest museum with many of 

Peru's iconic artifacts on display also features scale 

models of temples, ruins and archaeological sites that 

tell the story of Peru's long history from the prehistoric 

to the present. The New Water Fountain Park,  Parque 

de la Reserva, is a group of spectacular fountains  with 

a music and light show. Our exploration of colonial 

Lima and the Plaza de Armas will include the 

Convento de San Francisco, considered by some to be 

the greatest architectural complex of its kind in Latin 

America– below are the colonial catacombs.  Evening 

Welcome Dinner at Las Brujas de Cachiche which occupies an old mansion overlooking, its décor is 

ded icated to the theme of traditional healing and magic.  Optional evening walk to Kennedy Park  to visit with 

artists and artisans.  (Overnight Hotel Colon: B, D )  

Thu,  May 3, Day 3:  Lima: Exploration of Lima's Pre-Inca Archaeological Sites: Huaca Pucllana, 

Huaca Huallamarca, Huacas Mateo Salada and  La Lux. Peru tourism has plans for the creation of a 

nine stop Traveler's Circuit of its urban archaeological sites 

regularly referred to as Huacas (Temples), completion date not 

known. MexiMayan will unofficially open the circuit with visits 

to three of the projected stops. Although smaller than sites to be 

explored later during the tour, the three Huacas selected are 

important because they dissolve some of the mists of Peruvian 

history. Cultural details of several Huacas reveal Lima Cultural 

origins, but others are unknown. Dates are from 200 BCE to CE 

700.  Our day ends with a shopping spree in the Mercado Indio. 

(Optional: a dazzling folklorico evening of music, dance, ethnic 

culture & dinner; Overnight Hotel Colon: B) 

Fri , May 4, Day 4:  Lima Flight to Chiclayo. Chiclayo's culture takes a sharp turn from Lima's urbanity 

which quickly becomes clear as we discover the secrets of the Witch's Market 

with its small kiosks and stalls filled with exotica like San Pedro cactus, and 

enough secret magic elixirs to revitalize you through the next century!    

Market Tour, Fishermen of Peru's north still challenge the sea in their efforts to 

harvest its bounty. 

We'll watch these 

hardy seafarers 

coming in on their small reed horses (totoras) 

with the catch of the day, as did their ancient 

ancestors, the  Chimú, and then enjoy a 

seafood dinner [on your own–you get to 

choose your seafood or entrée]. (Overnight 

Huaca Pucllana 

Lima Water Park 

Parque de la Reserva 
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Grand Chiclayo Hotel: B ) 

                

Sat, May 5, Day 5:  Peru's Treasures Unveiled. Within a few kilometers of your Chiclayo hotel  is the 

site of the greatest archaeological find ever, of the Americas, a site rivaling that of Egypt's King Tut. 

Nearby is a museum, overflowing with the treasures from the tomb of the Lord of Sipán. The story of  

Sipán is the story of archaeologist Walter Alva, who faced looter's guns and saved this priceless 

treasure. This is a story that surpasses the nonsense of a fictional Indiana Jones. It's a genuine story of 

courage and derring-do that ranks among the most spectacular archaeological adventures of the past two 

centuries. Sipán may be the highlight of our adventure, but the excitement doesn't end there. there's 

more to come. Túcume/Sicán and the Valley of the Pyramids is an archaeological site of unique beauty 

that earlier was a site explored by the Norwegian, Thor Heyerdahl before his spectacular, if 

controversial, voyages of Ra and Kon Tiki. The day would be incomplete without a visit to the Royal 

Tombs of Sipán Museum to view the fabulous treasures that rewrote the history of ancient Peru by 

proving that the remarkable and bloody Lambayeque sacrifice scenes first discovered on ceramics were 

not myths but factual events and a visit to the Museo Nacional Sicán, with many finds from the 

hundreds of tombs discovered in the area. Additional Chiclayo sites, such as Pampa Grande, a related 

culture,  may be included, depending upon time available. (Overnight Grand Chiclayo Hotel: B)  

 

Sun, May 6, Day 6: Chiclayo/ Trujillo drive along the Pan-American Highway. Our drive along the 

Pan-American is an eye-opener to an unknown Peru as well as an opportunity for exploration of two 

important sites. Discovery of the Royal Tombs of Sipán sparked increased interest in rediscovery of the 

rest of Peru. New investigations of sites along the north coast, like those in the Jequetepeque Valley, 

Pacatnamu and San Jose de Moro. The Conrad 

group will stop at Pacatnamu which has raised 

serious questions; the expansive and unique burials 

continue to puzzle archaeologists. Farther down the 

highway toward Trujillo , the massive El Brujo  

complex, with its magnificent murals, has expanded 

our understanding of the Moche. Recent 

archaeological exploration has revealed the unique 

creativity of the Moche and at the same time exposed 

a culture with a savage inclination for human 

sacrifice (and perhaps worse, cannibalism), 

bloodshed and slavery. We'll leave El Brujo  with 

better understandings tinged with a dollop of revulsion. (Overnight El Gran Marquez Trujillo Hotel; B)  

 

Mon, May 7, Day 7:  Trujillo  and the Chimú. Moving 

southward from the Jequetepeque Valley we leave the 

Moche in time and space to begin our investigation of 

the dazzling culture of the Chimú .  Replacing the 

Moche the Empire of Chimor arose sometime around 

CE 900 and persisted until 1462 - 1470 when it was 

conquered by the Incas. While excelling in textiles and 

ceramics, their forté was metallurgy. Pacasmayo, the 

moon divinity, was the chief god, among gods.  The 

marvelously carved murals of Chan Chanïthe largest 

pre-Columbian city of South America, La Huaca del 

Dragon also known as La Huaca del Arco Iris, and La 

The El Brujo wall mural 
revealing roped prisoners 
stripped of clothes and 
dignity. 
 

La Huaca del Dragon 
The Dragon in Person 
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Esmeralda are the primary surviving icons of the Chimú. The fear and reverence of the sea are 

representations carved into the adobe of Chimú walls and panels. (Overnight El Gran Marquez Trujillo, 

B) 

 

Tue, May 8, Day 8: Traveling On: Trujillo/ Casma and Exploration of Huaca de la Luna and 

Pañamarca. Time, space, and cultures cloak themselves in a strange 

fashion as we travel along the Pan-American.  It's not quite time to bid the 

Moche a farewell. Before leaving the Chimú heartland, there are 

additional major Moche sites demanding our attention,  the Huaca de la 

Luna and the Huaca de la Sol. At Huaca de la Luna, Temple of the 

Moon, meet Ayapec, the decapitador. Meet him! With soul penetrating 

eyes, maw agape, and snarling fangs his visage is everywhere. But then, 

with guys like him around, a supervisors job was an easy one. Work at 

these two Huacas is ongoing, much of it cleaning up the mess left by 

looters, and more making sense of the remains left by the  huacaros. An 

additional few hours of driving brings our group to another Moche site, one that is shrouded in 

controversy and conjecture, Pañamarca! Was the complex a center Moche power and culture or a 

farthest outpost of the vast culture? The site is immense and has been thoroughly sacked by huacaros. 

Dare we consider the 

possibility that treasures 

from sites, such as 

Pañamarca might have 

rivaled those from 

Sipan—or even surpassed 

that horde? The site 

receives relatively few 

visitors. Some of its most 

compelling features, the 

murals, are covered over 

and locked. We hope to locate a guard to make the murals available for our viewing. (Overnight Casma 

Hotel, B) 

 

Wed, May 9, Day 9: Casma/Huarez. Exploration of Sechin Alto and Chanquillo.  Sechin is the main 

archaeological center of the Casma 

area and one of the more important 

archaeological monuments of Peru. 

This unique culture arose sometime 

around 1,800 BCE spanning more 

than 1,000 years to 800 BCE. Sechin 

and Chavin de Huantar are 

considered Peru's formative cultures. 

A wall enclosing Sechin Cerro 

includes 400 granite sculptures 

depicting a possible mythological or 

historical procession of armed men 

making their way through the 

mutilated remains of human victims. 

We may conclude that some form of 

Pañamarca Palaces 

Sechin march of the warriors 

Sechin Victory March 

Ayapec! 
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warfare or violence was prevalent. Chanquillo. is an ancient monumental complex built in the 4th 

century BCE. Within the site the Thirteen Towers is believed to have been a solar observatory; the 

culture that produced Chanquillo is remains unknown. (Overnight Huarez Hotel, B) 

 

Thu, May 10, Day 10: Huarez/Chavin de Huantar.  Our 

visit to Chavin is a one day expedition— three hours drive 

to the site and three hours for a return to Huarez. With 

origins dating back at least to 1200 BCE, its influence 

extended from the Nazca region to almost the northern 

frontier of contemporary Peru. Nestled into the Cordella 

Blanca at the start of the Conchucos Valley, the site is 

almost as much subterranean as it is at grade level. For an 

interesting interpretation of Gods, Music, and the meaning 

of Chavin see Archaeology Magazine, "  Listening to the 

Gods of Ancient Peru ," July/August 2011. (Huarez Hotel, 

B )  

 

Fri , May 11, Day 11:  Huarez/Lima. One stop remains on our bus safari of Northern Peru, Paramonga, 

a fortress city of the Chimor kingdom. 

It may have been equally as important 

as a religious center as Pachacamac. 

The adobe remains reveal architectural 

similarities to Pachacamac. Although 

the city was known to the Spanish 

there are no records to suggest any 

serious  interest in the site and Cieza of 

Leon in passing the site described it 

thus, ...beautiful rooms and quarters, 

with walls painted with many ferocious 

animals and birds; [which would have 

been consistent with art of the Chimu] 

everything is surrounded by very 

strong walls and built well. The citadel 

is already almost in ruins.... (LIMA 

HOTEL COLON, B)  

 

Sat, May 12, Day 12: Lima.  Free day. We have barely sampled Lima's attractions which include 

additional museums, sightseeing, shopping and recreational attractions. MexiMayan can help to arrange 

your day.  (Lima Hotel Colon, B, D) 

 

Sun, May 13, Day 13: Lima and Depart. Depart Lima transfer to airport to . . .  Cuzco or USA (B) 

  
Mon, May 14, Day 14: Begin optionals: Cuzco/Machu Picchu, Nazca, Amazonia. 

 

Extensions to Machu Picchu or the Nazca Lines can be arranged.  

 
 

Ethnic Market Shopping 

Paramonga Archaeological Ruins 

Ancient Music 
From Chavin 

Ancient Music 
From Chavin 
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Retablo 

 
 
Shopping in Lima, Peru 

 
Markets & Malls 
 
The Feria Artesanal (Artisans' Market,  also called the Mercado Indio, or Indian Market, but not to be 

confused with the Mercado Indio in Miraflores) has a wide variety of handicrafts of varying quality, but 

at lower prices than most tourist-oriented shops in Lima Centro or 

Miraflores (quality might also be a bit lower than at those shops). 

Haggling is a good idea. The market is located at Av. de la Marina 

(blocks 6-10) in Pueblo Libre; it's open daily from noon to 8pm. 

 

Handicrafts & Textiles 

Miraflores houses the lion's share of Lima's well-stocked shops, 

which overflow with handicrafts from around Peru, including 

weavings, ceramics, and silver. A terrific shop with carefully chosen, 

unique items of artisanship is Killari , Alcanfores 699 (tel. 01/447-

8684).  

For fine retablos and exquisite artisanship typical of Ayacucho visit Museo-Galerea Popular de 

Ayacucho, Av. Pedro de Osma 116, Barranco 01/247-0599. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Colorful Peruvian Market 
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Beyond Machu Picchu May 1 - 13, 2012 
 
TOUR CONDITIONS AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
TOUR FEATURES: The group tour, Beyond Machu Picchu, May 1 - 13, 2012, includes domestic 
flights within Peru, all land transportation, hotels, meals each day, per final itinerary, bus transportation, 
transfers, and handling for one bag. Tour originates and terminates at Lima, Peru. 
 
TOUR COST: The tour cost, $2295 per person, double occupancy and $2885 single, is based on rates 
at time of publication, and on minimum group size of 18. All rates are per person and based on double 
occupancy, A single supplement will be charged when requested and when single rooms are available. 
 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: Secure your reservation with a $400 deposit per person. Final payment will be 
due April 2, 2012. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations must be received in writing by MMAT to qualify for a refund. 
Prior to April 1, 2012 no penalty. April 2 - April 15, 2012 a $150 penalty will apply. After April 16, a 
refund of recoverable expenses, minus a $200 cancellation fee, will be given. No refund for 
cancellations after April 27, 2012. Airline tickets, once written, belong to the passenger. No refund for 
no-shows, 
 
INSURANCE: International health and trip cancellation insurance is strongly recommended. Upon 
receipt of reservation, an application form for trip cancellation, accident, and baggage insurance will be 
mailed. 
 
PREREQUISITES: A passport for U. S. citizens, Openness to experience a rich and varied culture with 
an active friendly group of experienced travelers. 
 
NOT INCLUDED IN THE COST OF THIS TOUR: International Air Fare. Services not specifically 
described in the final itinerary, beverages and meals not announced, optional tips to guides, and 
drivers, excess baggage charges and items of a personal nature such as laundry and telephone 
charges. 
 
SCHEDULE OF MAILINGS: Upon request of the reservation and deposit, you will receive a 
confirmation, application form for trip cancellation, medical and baggage insurance and travel hints. A 
bill for the balance will be mailed later. Upon receipt of your final payment, your travel documents will 
be sent. 
 
THE TOUR OPERATOR AND THE ESCORTS:  MexiMayan Academic Travel, Inc., 12S675 Knoebel 
Drive, Lemont, Illinois 60439, phone (630) 972-9090, specializes in cultural and educational travel, 
Robert Stelton will escort the group, Lawrence A. Conrad, archaeologist is principle advisor. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES: MexiMayan Academic Travel, Inc., its officers and corporate agents, and its 
appointed escort for this tour, act only as agents for the passenger with respect to transportation, 
hotels, and automobile and bus contractors. They will not be held responsible for accident, delay, 
sickness, personal injury or death, loss of personal property, additional expenses due to weather or 
other causes beyond their control. MexiMayan Academic Travel, Inc. reserves the right to amend the 
itinerary if weather or other factors make it necessary or advisable. 
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QUESTIONS: For more information about the tour, please call MexiMayan at (800) 337-MEXI or email 
meximayan@meximayan.com. 
 

Enrollment: 
Beyond Machu Picchu May 1 - 13, 2012 

$2295 Double, $2885 Single as per itinerary 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please complete this entire form and enclose a $400.00 deposit. Final payment is due April 2, 2012 
 

Full Name (s) ___________________________________________________________ 
   ___________________________________________________________ 
Home Address ___________________________________________________________ 
City:   ____________________State/ZIP:_______________________________ 
Home Phone : ____________________Cell:         _______________________________ 
Email:   ____________________Passport Number:________________________ 
               ExpDate_______________________________  
Emergency Contact___________________________________________________________ 
Comments/Special Needs______________________________________________________ 
 
Ä  Please enter my reservation for main tour Ä Extension TBA 
 
Accommodations (please indicate your Preference(s): 
Please note: Your preference will be requested, but may not be available at all hotels. 
Ä  I wish to share a room with:___________________________________________________ 
Ä  Please assign a non-smoking roommate. 
Ä  I would prefer single accommodations where available. See SS rate. 
Ä  We prefer a double bed. 
Ä  We prefer two beds. 
 

Each applicant must read and sign the following Responsibility Statement 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Responsibility Statement MexiMayan Academic Travel, Inc. 
 

The undersigned has read the schedule of activities for this tour and recognizes and accepts any risk thereof. The 
undersigned also understands and hereby agrees for and on behalf of himself, his dependants, heir, executors, 
administrators and assigns to abide by the conditions set forth under Responsibility in the Tour Conditions and 
General Information, and to release and harmless MexiMayan Academic Travel, Inc. and any of its officers, 
agents, licensees or representatives from any and all liability for delays, injuries or death, or for the loss or 

damage to his property however occurring during any portion of, or in relation to this tour and the extension. 
 
Signature  ______________________________________ Date ________________________ 
 
Signature _______________________________________Date ________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to MexiMayan Academic Travel and mail completed form and payment to: 

 
MexiMayan Academic Travel, Inc. 
12S675 Knoebel Drive 
Lemont, IL 60439 

mailto:stevercarr@aol.com

